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SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON FOR KING COUNTY

	IN RE THE ADOPTION OF:

INFANT GIRL DOE


	NO. 01-2-34567-8 

AGREEMENT AND ORDER FOR CONTACT AND COMMUNICATION




I.
DISCLOSURE AND LIMITATIONS

The adoptive parents and birth parent/s may enter into an agreement regarding communication and/or contact between the birth parent/s and the child adoptee after the adoption of the child.  The following information should be considered by all parties before entering into such an agreement.


1.1
Court Authorization.  This agreement is not legally enforceable unless the terms of the agreement are set forth in a written order signed by a judge.


1.2
Agreement of All Parties.  The judge will not sign an order approving this agreement unless the terms are approved in writing by the prospective adoptive parents and any birth parents whose parental rights have not been previously terminated.  If any birth parent is a minor, this agreement shall be approved by the signature of the birth parent’s guardian ad litem (GAL) or attorney.


1.3
Right to Consult an Attorney.  All parties have the right to consult with an attorney regarding the proposed terms of this agreement before they sign it, and before it is approved and signed by a judge.


1.4
Best Interest of the Child.   The judge will not approve this agreement unless it is found that communication or contact between the child adoptee, the adoptive parents, and the birth parent/s is agreed upon and is in the child adoptee’s best interests.


1.5
Adoption is Final.  Any party’s failure to comply with the terms of this agreement shall not be grounds for setting aside the Decree of Adoption or for revocation of a written consent to adoption after it has been approved by a judge.


1.6
Enforcement of Agreement.  The parties may enforce this agreement by filing a civil action in court in the county of residence of a birth parent or an adoptive parent.  The party who substantially prevails in such an action shall be entitled to an award of its reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs.


1.7 
Non-Modification of Agreement.  This agreement shall not be modified after the judge has approved it, unless the judge finds that such modification is necessary to serve the child’s best interests and the adoptive parents and the birth parent/s agree to the modification, or the court determines that exceptional circumstances exist which justify the modification.
II.
AGREEMENT


The undersigned hereby agree to the following plan for communication between the parties to this proceeding:


2.1
The adoptive parents shall send the birth mother pictures of the child and a letter no less than two times per year until the child is five years old, and thereafter, no less than one time per year.  The birth mother shall provide the adoptive parents with changes of address as necessary.  


2.2
The birth mother shall be entitled to visit the child at the adoptive parents’ home no less than six times per year, on mutually agreeable dates and for no less than three hours per visit.  Members of the birth mother’s immediate family may accompany her on such visits, provided the adoptive parents are notified in advance and agree.


2.3
Nothing in this agreement shall prevent the birth mother and the adoptive parents from agreeing to engage in additional contact or communication. 


2.4
If the birth mother wishes to stop this contact, she shall inform attorney Jane Smith of her decision. 


2.5
Until the child reaches 18 years of age, all communications from the birth mother shall be through the adoptive parents.  All parties agree that communications directly to the adoptee from the birth mother are inappropriate and will not occur until the child is 18 years of age.  At that time, the child and the birth mother shall determine the nature and extent of their continuing contact.  

III. 
FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW


Based on the foregoing agreement, the Court finds:


3.1
The agreement for communication and contact set forth above is in the best interests of the child adoptee.


3.2
The undersigned have each been represented by an attorney or has had the opportunity to consult with an attorney before signing this agreement.

 
3.3
The Indian Child Welfare Act and the Service Members’ Civil Relief Act of 2003 do not apply to these proceedings.

IV.
ORDER APPROVING AGREEMENT


4.1
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the agreement set forth in Section II above is approved and shall be an Order of this Court.


4.2
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that each of the parties shall comply with the terms of this agreement, and that in the event of the failure of any party to comply, appropriate enforcement proceedings may be brought.  However, in no event shall the violation of the terms of this agreement constitute a basis for vacating or setting aside the terms of this adoption.


DATED this 

 day of October 2009.
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JUDGE/COURT COMMISSIONER

Adoptive Mother




Adoptive Father

Attorney for Adoptive Parents


Birth Mother

Attorney for Birth Mother
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