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1 startatradition of
takingafamily photo
eachyearonthesame
day, soyou can see how
everyone’s changed.
Share your shot with
fellow AF readers at
adoptivefamilies.com/

2 Askyour library to
display adoption books
tocommemorate
National Adoption
Awareness Month. Find
editors’ picks for great
titlesat adoptive
families.com/books.

3 Talktoyourem-
ployerabout offering
anadoption assistance
plan.Learn moreat
adoptionfriendly
workplace.organd
adoptivefamilies.com/
topcompanies.

4 Invite local adoptive
families toyour home
for hot chocolate and
cookies oramulticul-
tural buffet. Announce
the eventinyourcom-
munity newspaper.

5 Find out where your
representatives at

the state and national
level stand onadop-
tionissues. Write to
them regardingyour
concerns.

6Askyour localtelevi-
sion or radio station

to featureawaiting
childinyour state. See
adoptuskids.org for
more information.

“ ’ community.
7Createascrapbook 8Make aneffortto 9 Findanadult 1 OPrintthe handout 1 1 Spendsometime 12 Helpyour place 13Give anadoption
withyour child. Talk help someonewhoiis adoptee oraperson “8Myths and Realities celebratingyour child’s  of worship organizea talkat school. See “How

aboutssignificant events
asyou record them
together. Get started
with tips and tools at

consideringadoption.
Ifyoureaparent, tell

themabout the highs,
the lows, the unforget-

of color—acoach,a
teacher, or ababysit-
ter—who canserve as
amentor foryour child.

About Adoption” from
adoptivefamilies.com/
outreach. Distribute

itin your community,

heritage. For recipes,
activities,and other
ideas, visit adoptive
families.com/heritage.

service to give thanks
for children. Findan
adoption liturgy at
adoptivefamilies.com/

| Explained Adoption to
theFirst Grade”at
adoptivefamilies.com/
school.

adoptivefamilies. table moments. Tell Arrange forthemtoget school,and place of rituals.
comy/scrapbooks. themwhyyouddoitall ~ together monthly. worship.
overagain!
1 4 Passalongan 1 5 RentaDVDthat 1 6 Print “Accurate 1 7 Sendathank-you 1 8 Becomean adop- 1 9 Find afamily adop- 20 NATIONAL

adoption-relatedarticle
toanotheradoptive
parent or friend. While
you’reatit, buy your
friend a subscription

to Adoptive Families
magazine.

portraysadoptionina
positive light for your
family to watchand dis-
cuss. Try Hotel for Dogs,
Because of Winn-Dixie,
or The Tigger Movie.

Adoption Language”
from adoptivefamilies.
com/pdf/stylebook.pdf,
andsendittoyourlocal
newspaper.

note to your child’s
teacher forallowingyou
to share adoptioninfor-
mation. Send a copy to
the principal.

tionadvocate. Learn
howatadoptive
families.com/pdf/
adoptionadvocate.pdf.

tion event near you—or
add your own—at
adoptivefamilies.com/
calendar.

ADOPTION DAY!
Courtsacrossthe
country will finalize
thousands of adoptions
today. See national
adoptionday.org for
more information.

21 Develop afamily
ritual to show thanks
foryour familyand

22 Joinanadoptive
parent support group.
Findagroup nearyouat

23 Letyour child
contributeaportion
of hisallowancetoan

the special way you've adoptivefamilies.com/  orphanage or foster
found oneanother.See  supportgroup. family.
adoptivefamilies.com/

rituals forideas.

28 Make holiday 29 Writeanaccount 30 Make a donation

craftsthatincorporate
designs fromyour
child’s heritage.

of alocal family that has
done something note-
worthy for adoption,
andsendittoyourlocal
newspaper.

Download this calendar asa PDF from
adoptivefamilies.com/pdf/2o1ocalendar.pdf.

inyour child’s or
birthmother’s name
toanadoption-related
charity or organization.
Seeadoptivefamilies.
com/givingback fora
reader-nominated list.

24 Organize aholiday
toy drive for children
waiting for permanent
families. Involve your
child’s class, team, or
Scout group.

25 tHaNKsGIVING!
Write athank-you
letter tothe judge,
social worker, or other
professional who made
youradoption happen.

26 Senda“thumbs
up”or “thumbs down”
letter toamedia outlet
or company, applauding
or critiquing the way
theyaddress adoption.

SendacopytoAF.

27 Together, lighta
candleinhonor of your
child’s birthparents.
Turnoffthelightsand
hold hands as you
watch the flame.




