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Adoption at School 
Brooke Randolph, LMHC 



Who am I? 

  Parent (Adoptive, one-time kinship, 
step, and even grand!) 

  Therapist in Indianapolis 

  The Villages advisory board 

  MLJ Adoptions founder and VP of 
Social Services 

  Author: Adoption Therapy… 



What to Expect 

  Importance of Teachers 

  Adoption in the Classroom 

  Talking about Adoption 

  Child impacted by Adoption 

  Advocating 



Importance of 
Teachers 

  Psychosocial development  

  35 hours per week with my child 

  Bullies and curious peers 



Adoption in the 
Classroom 



Problematic 
Assignments 

  Baby photos 

  Family tree 

  Genetics 

  Interviews 

  Timeline 

  Immigration 



Tips for Teachers 

  No presentations 

  No exceptions 

  Change the 
curriculum 

  Beware of movies 



Talking about 
Adoption 

  In the classroom, use books not the 
child’s story 

  “Dear Teacher” letter 

  Team approach with parents, 
teachers, and administrators 

  What to share and what not to share 



Child impacted by 
Adoption 

  Every story is different! 

  Core adoption issues 

  Race/ethnicity is an issue 

  Stress 

  Survival behaviors 

  Language 



Resources 
http://www.Brooke-Randolph.com/

Forms.aspx 



How to be an 
Adoption Advocate 

  Testing 

  Inform parents 

  Sensory Issues 

  Nutrition 

  Pass on Resources 



Questions? 
Brooke-Randolph.com 

Choosing-Change@Brooke-
Randolph.com 

facebook.com/
BrookeRandolphLMHC 

@ChoosingChange 

instagram.com/
BrookeRandolphLMHC 
 

Feedback: http://bit.ly/atSchool  



Questions? 
Please enter your questions for Brooke Randolph, LMHC,  

in the box to your right. 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note: Attendance and all questions are confidential.  
Only the moderator of the webinar will see the questions and the names of the attendees. 

 
 
 

Adoptive Families does not provide legal, medical, or mental health advice.  
The material in this webinar is provided for educational purposes only. 
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  Thank You! 
 

A recording of this session will be posted at 
www.adoptivefamilies.com/webinars 

 
This recording will be free for one week. All recordings are  

available free to members at any time. Join the site today:  
www.adoptivefamilies.com/join/  

for full access and benefits, including: 
 

•  Quarterly digital subscription to Adoptive Families magazine 
•  Access to this recording and the rest of our audio archives 
•  Digital back issues 
•  Clip & Save Handouts 
•  Full access to every article on the site 
•  And more! 
 

Non-members may also purchase individual recordings at:  
adoptivefamilies.com/af-store/audio 
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